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Easter 
 

 
 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship ~ Maundy Thursday Worship ~ Maundy Thursday Worship ~ Maundy Thursday Worship ~ 7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.    
    

Good Friday Worship ~ Good Friday Worship ~ Good Friday Worship ~ Good Friday Worship ~ 7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.7 p.m.    
    

Saturday, March 22 ~ Saturday, March 22 ~ Saturday, March 22 ~ Saturday, March 22 ~ Prayer Vigil, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.Prayer Vigil, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.Prayer Vigil, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.Prayer Vigil, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.    
    

Easter Sunday Easter Sunday Easter Sunday Easter Sunday ::::    He is RisenHe is RisenHe is RisenHe is Risen! ! ! !         
8888:00:00:00:00 a.m.,    a.m.,    a.m.,    a.m.,   10:2010:2010:2010:20 a.m. a.m. a.m. a.m.                                                
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PerspectivesPerspectivesPerspectivesPerspectives     from Pastor Diana 
 
                            IIIIf you are interested in the health and growth of Clear f you are interested in the health and growth of Clear f you are interested in the health and growth of Clear f you are interested in the health and growth of Clear 
Lake UMC, I think you will be interested in this exciting Lake UMC, I think you will be interested in this exciting Lake UMC, I think you will be interested in this exciting Lake UMC, I think you will be interested in this exciting 
opportunityopportunityopportunityopportunity: 
 
       As an unexpected benefit of my participation in the 
Academy for New Ministry offered by the Iowa Conference, 
Clear Lake UMClear Lake UMClear Lake UMClear Lake UMC has theC has theC has theC has the opportunityopportunityopportunityopportunity to be involved in a 
program designed to strengthen and improve the health, 
ministries, and growth of a congregation. The cost of our 
participation is covered by the Iowa Conference.   

 
The program is Natural Natural Natural Natural 
Church DevelopmentChurch DevelopmentChurch DevelopmentChurch Development, 
and it combines biblical 
principles with insights 
from the most extensive 
church health and 
growth research ever 

done.  As of 2007, more than 45,000 churches have 
participated in NCD on one level or another.  
 
       The goal The goal The goal The goal of this extensive research project was to 
discover principles of church health that are universally valid 
across cultures. The research findings confirmed eight quality eight quality eight quality eight quality 
characteristics of healthy, growing churches:characteristics of healthy, growing churches:characteristics of healthy, growing churches:characteristics of healthy, growing churches:  
 

• empowering leadership,  
• gift-oriented ministry,  
• passionate spirituality,  
• functional structures,  
• inspiring worship service,  
• holistic small groups,  
• need-oriented evangelism  
• loving relationships.  

 
Continued, page 3 

 (2) 
 

“Weather”“Weather”“Weather”“Weather” / Cancellations / Cancellations / Cancellations / Cancellations    
  
     Iowa weather, especially in March… 
need we say more?  Here is the plan we 
have in place… the steps to be taken 
regarding cancellations of worship and/or 
any church activities: 
 

• IF Clear Lake Schools are let out early/cancelled due 
to nasty weather, this will mean:  NO WINGDING 
dinner, activity, class, choirs, meetings, events, etc. 

• IF you are concerned with the weather/cancellations 
regarding Sunday morning worship, please note that 
seldom is worship cancelled.  In the rare instance 
that even the Pastor will not be at worship, 
cancellation announcements will be broadcast on TV 
and radio:       

               Television:  ClearVision/Channel 1, KIMT  
               Channel 3,  KAAL Channel 6, KTTC Channel 10 
               Radio:   KGLO AM 1300,  KRIB AM 1490,  
               KLSS FM 106.1,  KCMR FM 97.9,  KIA FM 93.9 
 

� Recent Baptisms        
             Sunday, February 10, 2008:  Jaeden Rae Pratt,    
  daughter of John and Jill Pratt, Ankeny, Iowa. 

 
 
 

♫  SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN  
      WILL SING - MARCH 9 – 10:20 service 

 
 

Thank you…        To the Altar Guild for all the extra touches they 
put into creating visuals on the altar/communion table 
during the sermon series "Wrestling with the Hard 
Questions", and for their consistently excellent and 
thoughtful work.                

 

(23) 

Clear Lake UMC has theClear Lake UMC has theClear Lake UMC has theClear Lake UMC has the 
opportunityopportunityopportunityopportunity to be involved in to be involved in to be involved in to be involved in 
a program designed to a program designed to a program designed to a program designed to 
strengthen and imstrengthen and imstrengthen and imstrengthen and improve the prove the prove the prove the 
health, ministries, and health, ministries, and health, ministries, and health, ministries, and 
growth of a congregationgrowth of a congregationgrowth of a congregationgrowth of a congregation. 



A Reminder:    A Reminder:    A Reminder:    A Reminder:    CLUMC Meeting Schedule For 2008CLUMC Meeting Schedule For 2008CLUMC Meeting Schedule For 2008CLUMC Meeting Schedule For 2008    
(Adopted by Administrative Council November 15, 2007) 

 

Please read carefully: 
 There may be changes since your last meeting. 

 

*  First T*  First T*  First T*  First Tuesday of the monthuesday of the monthuesday of the monthuesday of the month ………………………………………...Available 
 
*  Second Tuesday of the month*  Second Tuesday of the month*  Second Tuesday of the month*  Second Tuesday of the month            
. . Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
    meeting downstairs in the Fireside Room/Library……….. 5:30 PM   
. . Lay Leadership (Nominations),  
    meeting downstairs in the Art Room…………………………….7:00 PM 
 
*  Third Tuesday of the mont*  Third Tuesday of the mont*  Third Tuesday of the mont*  Third Tuesday of the month h h h ……………………………………….Available 
 
*  Fourth Tuesday of the month*  Fourth Tuesday of the month*  Fourth Tuesday of the month*  Fourth Tuesday of the month                                                                        
. . Finance,  
    meeting downstairs in the Shalom/Sonshiners room ……6:30 PM  
. . Memorials and Endowments,  
    meeting downstairs in the Art Room ………………………….. 5:30 PM 
. . Stewardship,  
    meeting downstairs, in the Drama Room ……………………..6:30 PM 
. . Trustees, meeting downstairs in the Fireside Room/Library 
  6:30 PM 
    All program committees will meet this 4th Tuesday each mo. 
. . Christian Education, meeting upstairs in the Computer Room, 
   6:30 PM 
. . Membership Care/Evangelism,  
    meeting upstairs in the Hospitality Room …………………….6:30 PM 
. . Outreach Ministry/Missions,  
    meeting upstairs in the 4th-5th grade classroom ……........6:30 PM 
. . Worship Committee,  
    meeting on the main floor, in Chapel Lounge ………………6:30 PM 
. . Youth Council,  
    meeting upstairs in the Copier & Supply Room ……………6:30 PM 
. . Administrative Council, meeting downstairs in the Art Room 
   7:45-9:15 PM 
 

   *  Child care will be providedChild care will be providedChild care will be providedChild care will be provided on the major meeting night during 
the time that committees and Administrative Council meet, but 
must be requested by Wednesday before a Tuesday meeting date. 
If no one requests child care, none will be arranged.    

 
(22)  

PerspectivesPerspectivesPerspectivesPerspectives, continued 
 
       Five steps are involved in the processthe processthe processthe process: : : :  preparation, 
diagnosis, planning, implementation, and evaluation.  We are 
in the preparation phase.  The diagnosis begins with a survey 
to be taken by a cross-section of thirty members of the 
congregation, including me as pastor.   
 
       ThThThThe Conference e Conference e Conference e Conference 
is providing us with a is providing us with a is providing us with a is providing us with a 
coach,coach,coach,coach, Conference 
Leadership  Develop-
ment Minister Scott 
Hibbins, who will work with the church as we go through the 
entire process over the next year and a half.   
 
       It will take some intentionality and effortIt will take some intentionality and effortIt will take some intentionality and effortIt will take some intentionality and effort on our part, but 
I am excited about the possibilities.  I hope you will dream 
with me of the ways God can grow and strengthen us through 
this process. 
                                                                        Pastor Diana 
 
 
 
 

♫    ♪    Chancel ChoirChancel ChoirChancel ChoirChancel Choir        PREPARES FOR 
EASTER 
  
      Choir Director Tammy Aberson is keeping things lively 
for the Chancel Choir as they prepare music from Handel's 
MESSIAHMESSIAHMESSIAHMESSIAH during March.  Even with seven of our singers gone 
due to travel or health, and daunting weather, we have 
stayed strong and prepared fine music for worship.  During 
March, the Choir will sing numbers from the Easter Section, 
including the "Hallelujah Chorus" on Easter.   
 And, our tentative plan is for Adult Handbells to ring on 
March 30, the Sunday following Easter.                                                                          

 
 (3) 

 

It will take some intentionality It will take some intentionality It will take some intentionality It will take some intentionality 
and effortand effortand effortand effort on our part, but I am 
excited about the possibilities.  



A Note from the Trustees 
 

- Brick Pavers -  -  
 
       Commemorate the date of your membership at Clear 
Lake UMC, or note your baptism or wedding date.  The time 
is now… to turn in orders for personalized bricks. Orders will 
be taken through the month of March 2008.  Pavers are 
$50 each, and order forms can be found in Chapel Lounge 
or at the church office. Please bring completed orders with 
payment to the church office (or place orders in the 
collection plate with your Sunday offering). Make checks 
payable to:  United Methodist Church.  Memo: Brick Paver.   
 

 
 

 Did you know… ? 
    
Did you think about thDid you think about thDid you think about thDid you think about the fact that Palm/Passion e fact that Palm/Passion e fact that Palm/Passion e fact that Palm/Passion 
Sunday falls on 3:16 this year?Sunday falls on 3:16 this year?Sunday falls on 3:16 this year?Sunday falls on 3:16 this year?            A study of the 
passion story in Matthew combined with ideas 
from Max Lucado's book 3:16 The Numbers of 

Hope, will be the focus of worship on 3:16 (Sunday, March 
16) as we look at the most well-known verse of the Bible: 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life."   
 
 

 

FFFF         DDDD                 B B B B    AAAA    NNNN    KKKK    
 

     Thank you for the wonderful response to our food bank 
“theme” in February.   An “eggs-tra special” theme will hatch 
in Chapel Lounge for the month of March. Peep in the next 
time you come to church to see what items we will be 
collecting next… all for the support of our local Hawkeye 
Harvest Food Bank. 
 

(4)      

UMW – March 2008 
    
Friday, March 7Friday, March 7Friday, March 7Friday, March 7 
 World Day of Prayer,  12 Noon Lunch & Program, 
 Christian Church, Hwy 18 West, Clear Lake 
 
Tuesday, March 11Tuesday, March 11Tuesday, March 11Tuesday, March 11 
 9:30 am, Board meeting, downstairs, Art Room.    
  All Circle Chairs are to attend. 
        
Wednesday, March 12Wednesday, March 12Wednesday, March 12Wednesday, March 12 
 Unit Meeting for UMW.  
 9:30 am Brunch  (Lydia Circle in charge) 
 Program:  Derek Jacobson,  
                      Spiritual Leader with YOUTH FOR CHRIST 
                 PROGRAM, MASON CITY 

------- 
March Bible Verse:  Proverbs 3:5March Bible Verse:  Proverbs 3:5March Bible Verse:  Proverbs 3:5March Bible Verse:  Proverbs 3:5----6666    
   “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on 
your own insight.”            NRSV 
 
 
 
 

 
Save the date for Save the date for Save the date for Save the date for Food & Fellowship Food & Fellowship Food & Fellowship Food & Fellowship !!!!    

Saturday,  March 29  .  5:30 p.m.Saturday,  March 29  .  5:30 p.m.Saturday,  March 29  .  5:30 p.m.Saturday,  March 29  .  5:30 p.m.    

 
AANNDD  GGAAMMEE  NNIITTEE  

 
All activity held downstairs in Fellowship Hall 

Hosted by:  Membership Care & Evangelism Committee    Hosted by:  Membership Care & Evangelism Committee    Hosted by:  Membership Care & Evangelism Committee    Hosted by:  Membership Care & Evangelism Committee        
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Members and Friends In Care CentersMembers and Friends In Care CentersMembers and Friends In Care CentersMembers and Friends In Care Centers, Assisted , Assisted , Assisted , Assisted 
Living  &  Living  &  Living  &  Living  &  Independent Living Independent Living Independent Living Independent Living     

 
OAKWOOD CARE CENTER, CLEAR LAKE 
   Rodney Benner  #218, Agnes Gilbert #103,   
 Fern Carlson #109, Verna Ott #208, Larry Scott  #107, 
   Esther Mulhern  #101, Wayne Oltrogge  #205,   
   Ruth Toppin #220, Nels & Dolly Larsen #119,   
   Hazel Miller #209, Eloise Prescott #216 
 
GOOD SHEPHERD, MASON CITY         
 Raynor Johnson  #235 
 
HERITAGE CARE CENTER, MASON CITY   
 Martha Buck  #1A,  
   Ruth Enabnit Juhl  #2A 
 
IOOF (ODD FELLOWS) HOME,  
MASON CITY     
 Irene Miller  #19,  Lois Trojahn #20,      
   Ray Trojahn  #48 
 
APPLE VALLEY  ASSISTED LIVING, CLEAR LAKE 

Pat Bastian #19, Mary Budolfson #36, Ann Scott #29,  
Hazel Dowden #13,  Dee Hayward #25,   
Dwayne and Vi Miller  #9 

 
WILLOW POINTE ASSISTED LIVING, MASON CITY 
 Clair Blakewell  #3 
 
THE WILLOWS (INDEPENDENT LIVING), MASON CITY 
 Blanche McGrady,  Amil Herker   
 
THE HOMESTEAD ASSISTED LIVING, MASON CITY 
 Glenn Lekwa 
 
CARDINAL GROVE ASSISTED LIVING, GARNER 
 Loretta Armstrong      
 
THE WESTERN HOME, CEDAR FALLS 
Mrs. June Olson 
 
(20) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Friends and members in the congregation who choose to give a 
birthday gift to the church are encouraged to “gift” $1.oo for each 
year you are celebrating.   Unless indicated otherwise, all birthday 
money goes into the General Fund (budget/bills).                           
(5) 
 



2008  MISSION SERVICE PROJECT - CHICAGO 
 

                    What will you be doing What will you be doing What will you be doing What will you be doing July 20July 20July 20July 20----27?27?27?27?   
Why not strongly and prayerfully consider 
spending time with us on a Mission Service 
Project to Chicago!  Pastor Rhoda and her 
husband Don are planning a joint mission 
trip for Clear Lake, Ventura, Manly and Bolin United 
Methodist Churches.  Students in grades 7-12 and adults are 
invited to participate.  
    Our sOur sOur sOur schedule will allow us to help in a number of United chedule will allow us to help in a number of United chedule will allow us to help in a number of United chedule will allow us to help in a number of United 
Methodist ChurchesMethodist ChurchesMethodist ChurchesMethodist Churches.  We’ll paint entry stairwell and meeting 
rooms at Union Avenue UMC (4350 South Union Avenue).  
We’ll paint the eating area and fellowship hall at Claire 
Christian UMC (3956 West 14th Street). We’ll prepare and 
serve food—for as many as 250 persons—at the Will Feed 
Soup Kitchen (Englewood Community UMC, 6401 South 
Sangamon).  We’ll also plan to paint and do yard work, as 
well as group interaction with children at the March Newberry 
Center (1073 West Maxwell Street).  If we have skilled 
workers on our team, we’ll repair pock-mark holes in 
concrete, skim-coat aging plaster, repair injured drywall, and 
hang doors.  
    In addition to this important work, we will have plenty In addition to this important work, we will have plenty In addition to this important work, we will have plenty In addition to this important work, we will have plenty 
of time to enjoy theof time to enjoy theof time to enjoy theof time to enjoy the Chicago community Chicago community Chicago community Chicago community. Among other events 
we will visit a ball game, the Art Institute, Lake Michigan 
Beach, Navy Pier and more.  Our project will be centered 
around Union Avenue UMC near White Sox Stadium, and Clair 
Christian UMC (Chicago/West Side).  We will sleep and 
shower at Union Avenue UMC.  If need be, daily showers will 
be available at the Bronzeville YMCA. 
    The cost for this project?  AboutThe cost for this project?  AboutThe cost for this project?  AboutThe cost for this project?  About $125 each $125 each $125 each $125 each (all meals 
and fun included).  We will be looking for ways to raise 
money for the cost of materials from the congregation. We 
will provide fundraisers for any students who need help 
raising the additional funds.  No one who wants to participate 
should be kept away because of the cost.   
 Need to know more, or just say “yes” to volunteer?  Need to know more, or just say “yes” to volunteer?  Need to know more, or just say “yes” to volunteer?  Need to know more, or just say “yes” to volunteer?  
Contact Contact Contact Contact Pastor Rhoda through the church office.       
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Expressions of Our $ervanthood 
 
 From our Financial Manager:  Thank you to members and 
friends of the congregation for continued prayers, presence, 
gifts, service--and faith in the work and growth of our church.  
 
 Sunday, February 3 
8 am worship: attendance 50, offering $1,583.00 
10:20 am worship: attendance 137, offering $ 4,159.50 
9:15 am Sun school: attendance 68, offering $ 42.75 
 Ash Wednesday, February 6 
Attendance-84 (no offering taken) 
 Sunday, February 10 
8 am worship: attendance 59, offering $564.00 
10:20 am worship: attendance 159, offering $ 2,824.42 
9:15 am Sun school: attendance 54, offering $ 42.01 
 Sunday, February 17 
8 am worship: attendance 42, offering $ 527.00 
10:20 am worship: attendance 125, offering $ 2,023.00 
9:15 am Sun school: attendance 47, offering $ 16.50 
      Sunday, February 24 
8 am worship:  attendance 63, offering $ 1,100.00 
10:20 am worship:  attendance 155, offering $ 3,163.50 
9:15 am Sun school: attendance 63, offering $ 32.00 

 
 

 

20202020----YearYearYearYear History Update                    
 
      Work is coming along on our history update, which will 
include photos and remembrances.  Printing will occur during 
the busy time of year for printers.  Fifty-three families have 
signed up for a total of 72 copies, and we anticipate a cost of 
somewhere between $5 -  7 per copy.  (The last History 
Update cost $5 per copy.)   
     History committee members are Judy Lincicum, Lillian 
Thiemann, Mary Lou Nicholas, and Mary Jane Crail, with Judy 
and Mary Jane in charge of assembling and printing.       (19) 
 



     The Board of 
Trustees, chaired by John Morgan, is an 
administrative committee that oversees the maintenance of 
the grounds and facilities which includes the church building 
and parsonage.   

The Trustees are entrusted with the care of the 
physical structures, the equipment, and the motor 
vehicles.  They establish the use policies for equipment under 
its jurisdiction.   A representative from Trustees attends 
Memorial and Administrative Council meetings.  When 
deemed necessary, a subcommittee is established to 
address specific work areas. 
  Currently, the trustees are selling engraved bricks as a 
"history plaza" is being formed at the base of the newly 
designed United Methodist Church signage located on the 
front lawn.  Also, a subcommittee is progressing towards the 
installation of a new sound system for the sanctuary. 
 

 
 

    
RRRREHEARSALS EHEARSALS EHEARSALS EHEARSALS     

    

      People interested in, or willing to join, a Praise Team – 
and we hope to have several -- are invited to stay following 
the Second service (10:20 worship) on Sundays as we build a 
repertoire of music for use in Alternative Worship. In addition 
to singers, we will need:  

♪ percussionists (we have the trap set) 
♪ guitar players 
♪ keyboard players 
♪ other instruments (to be incorporated into the teams 

as well) 
      We will plan to work about half an hour.  If you have any 
questions at all, please give a call to Director of Music, Mary 
Jane Crail, at 357-3060.   No age limits, no auditions, some 
energy required.    
                                                                         
(18)   

�   WORSHIP PREVIEWS    
    
March 2March 2March 2March 2    Fourth Sunday in LentFourth Sunday in LentFourth Sunday in LentFourth Sunday in Lent    
 Holy Communion and Prayers for Healing 
 “One Great Hour of Sharing” Special Offering 
 Scripture:  Psalm 100; Psalm 86:8-10;  
                                      Habakkuk 3:17-19 
 Witness to the Word: "How Do We Worship?" 
    
March 9March 9March 9March 9            Fifth Sunday in Lent  Fifth Sunday in Lent  Fifth Sunday in Lent  Fifth Sunday in Lent      (Girl Scout Sunday) 
(Daylight    Sunday School Children Sing (10:20 worship)  ♪♪   
  Savings!)   Scripture: Hebrews 10:1-10; Colossians 1:12-23 
               Witness to the Word:  "Why Do We Worship?" 
    
March 16March 16March 16March 16    PALM/PASSION SUNDAY PALM/PASSION SUNDAY PALM/PASSION SUNDAY PALM/PASSION SUNDAY –––– 3 3 3 3----16161616----08080808    
                                                                    Scripture: The Palms: Matthew 21:1-11;  
                                     The Passion:  Matthew 27: 38-44,  
                                                            45-51, 54; John 3:16        
 Witness to the Word:  "3:16 –Numbers of Grace,  
                                                          Promise, and Hope" 
    
March 20March 20March 20March 20    Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday    
 Holy Communion Worship Service at 7:00 p.m. 
                    "The Sheep Will Be Scattered" by Don Wiltfong 
                                                 
March 21March 21March 21March 21    Good Friday Good Friday Good Friday Good Friday ----        Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.    
                "Jesus and the Cross" 
    
March 22March 22March 22March 22    Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil  Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil  Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil  Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil  ----  6 AM  6 AM  6 AM  6 AM  to  6 PM  to  6 PM  to  6 PM  to  6 PM    
                   SIGN UP TO PRAY  (HALF-HOUR SLOTS) 
 A handout with suggested prayer will be provided. 
            
�  March 23 . EASTER SUNDAYMarch 23 . EASTER SUNDAYMarch 23 . EASTER SUNDAYMarch 23 . EASTER SUNDAY ! ! ! !    
 Scripture: John 20:1-19 
             Witness to the Word: "Defining Moments" 
 
SERIES:   SERIES:   SERIES:   SERIES:       "Living Fully, Dy"Living Fully, Dy"Living Fully, Dy"Living Fully, Dying Well", ing Well", ing Well", ing Well",     
                                                                                                                        ----    based on a study by Bishop Rueben Job 
 
March 30  March 30  March 30  March 30      Second Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of Easter    
                  Scripture: Ephesians 1:18-19 
                  Witness to the Word:  "Living Fully:  
                    From Youth to Maturity, Claiming Our Inheritance" 
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Stewardship Insight    
 

"The Law of Constructive Contribution""The Law of Constructive Contribution""The Law of Constructive Contribution""The Law of Constructive Contribution"    
 

(Adapted from The 33 Laws of Stewardship: Principles for a Life of True 
Fulfillment by Dave Sutherland and Kirk Nowery, Chapter 11.) 
 
     The biblical NThe biblical NThe biblical NThe biblical Nehemiah was a trusted aide and advisorehemiah was a trusted aide and advisorehemiah was a trusted aide and advisorehemiah was a trusted aide and advisor to 
King Artaxerxes of Persia at the time of the exile of Israel 
from their homeland.  Nehemiah got bad news from back 
home about the state of Jerusalem. The city wall was broken 
down and its gates burned.  After weeping, fasting, and 
praying, Nehemiah asked for permission to go to Jerusalem 
to lead the effort to rebuild the wall.  With the king's blessing 
Nehemiah went, assessed the damage, determined his plan, 
and then rallied the people, and so the work began.   
 

     As God's people came together to do God's workAs God's people came together to do God's workAs God's people came together to do God's workAs God's people came together to do God's work, 
according to God's will, they committed their resources, their 
time, and their energies to the task.  Just because it was 
God's will did not mean that they did not face many 
challenges.  Before the work was half done, the workers were 
bombarded with sarcasm and criticism.  The criticism was 
prompted by progress—not an uncommon occurrence when 
God's people start to make things happen.  While they 
deserved admiration, that was not what they got.  The 
opponents couldn't bear to see anything positive happening 
and saw the whole effort as a change in the status quo and, 
therefore, a threat.   
 

     Nehemiah recognizedNehemiah recognizedNehemiah recognizedNehemiah recognized that the criticisms were really 
directed at God, and he took decisive action to counter the 
opposition.  First, he prayed.  Instead of striking back, he 
prayed because he knew that God was in control.  The people 
and he persisted in rebuilding the wall, and in just 52 days 
the wall was rebuilt and the people celebrated God's blessing 
and empowerment.  The Law of Constructive Contribution The Law of Constructive Contribution The Law of Constructive Contribution The Law of Constructive Contribution 
was ruling in their heartswas ruling in their heartswas ruling in their heartswas ruling in their hearts, and they kept going in spite of all 
that stood in the way.   
 

                    The principle is that the work of God is to be done by the The principle is that the work of God is to be done by the The principle is that the work of God is to be done by the The principle is that the work of God is to be done by the 
people of God, giving according to the will of God.people of God, giving according to the will of God.people of God, giving according to the will of God.people of God, giving according to the will of God.            
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ChuChuChuChurch Women United presentrch Women United presentrch Women United presentrch Women United present    
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday, March 7Friday, March 7Friday, March 7Friday, March 7,   ,   ,   ,   12 Noon Lunch and Program12 Noon Lunch and Program12 Noon Lunch and Program12 Noon Lunch and Program    
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),    

Hwy 18 W, Clear LakeHwy 18 W, Clear LakeHwy 18 W, Clear LakeHwy 18 W, Clear Lake    
 

       “God’s Wisdom Provides Understanding” is the theme 
used by women of Guyana for the prayer service.  The women 
developed the theme to express the awesomeness of God’s 
creation and that we can learn from it.  As we survey God’s 
work, we are filled with awe at the beauty and diversity, and 
we begin to understand that we are called to care for all of 
creation.   
 
 

 

    
    

Maundy Thursday 
Holy Communion Worship Service -  7:00 p.m. 

"The Sheep Will Be Scattered" by Don Wiltfong 
 

 Like us, none of the disciples knew what tests of faith 
tomorrow would bring.   Like us, they were ware of some of 
their own strengths and weaknesses, and unaware of a great 
many more.  
 By examining the tensions they may have experienced in 
Christ's presence that night, we might open ourselves, with 
our weaknesses and strengths, to Christ's transforming 
power. By such self examination we can prepare ourselves to 
come to grips with the pain of Good Friday and prepare for 
the surprising joy of the resurrection on Easter. 
 
    

  
 
       WHOA…you missed it… CLUMC Mission Opportunity: 
Chicago, Summer 2008.  Read all about it…. Page 6 
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A Study For Small Groups 
    

"Living Fully, Dying Well",    by Rueben Jobby Rueben Jobby Rueben Jobby Rueben Job    
    

An 8-week study offered either of two nights: 
 

� Mondays at 5:30 p.m. Mondays at 5:30 p.m. Mondays at 5:30 p.m. Mondays at 5:30 p.m.     
         starting March 24, finishing May 12 – Pastor Rhoda 

 

� Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.     
         starting March 26, finishing May 14 – Pastor Diana 

 

               Cost of participant's book: $10 
 
 This study will parallel the sermon series between 
Easter and Pentecost.   
 Our best decisions about life's most important 
events are seldom made in a time of crisis.  Living Fully, 
Dying Well is designed to assist us in making careful, wise, 
and prayerful preparation for meeting life's most important 
moments.  This study for groups of all ages inspires us to talk 
openly about faith and mortality. 
 Topics include biblical and social perspectives on 
age and growing older, which practical legal decisions are 
important for everyone, what happens when we die, and how 
we can live each day to the fullest…starting today. 
 Chapters include: 
 Living Fully 
 Theology of Aging 
 Our Culture of Aging 
 Finding Purpose and Meaning 
 Getting It All Together: Practical Decisions 
 Dying Well 
 What Happens When We Die? 
 How Then Shall We Live? 
 

           "Living fully is life's most rewarding gift."Living fully is life's most rewarding gift."Living fully is life's most rewarding gift."Living fully is life's most rewarding gift.     Young or  Young or  Young or  Young or 
old, rich or poor, at the peak of our powersold, rich or poor, at the peak of our powersold, rich or poor, at the peak of our powersold, rich or poor, at the peak of our powers or weakened by  or weakened by  or weakened by  or weakened by 
the limitations of age or disease, living fully is something the limitations of age or disease, living fully is something the limitations of age or disease, living fully is something the limitations of age or disease, living fully is something 
that in our better moments we all desire and with God's help that in our better moments we all desire and with God's help that in our better moments we all desire and with God's help that in our better moments we all desire and with God's help 
can all achieve.can all achieve.can all achieve.can all achieve.     Just as we cannot live fully without serious  Just as we cannot live fully without serious  Just as we cannot live fully without serious  Just as we cannot live fully without serious 
consideration of life and its meaning, we cannot die weconsideration of life and its meaning, we cannot die weconsideration of life and its meaning, we cannot die weconsideration of life and its meaning, we cannot die well ll ll ll 
without consideration of death and its meaning for us all."without consideration of death and its meaning for us all."without consideration of death and its meaning for us all."without consideration of death and its meaning for us all."                

-  Rueben Job        
(16)                                                          

Stewardship Insight, Stewardship Insight, Stewardship Insight, Stewardship Insight, continued.. 
 
      As stewards of God's will, the lessons for us are these:  
 

 Intensify Intensify Intensify Intensify perspersperspersistence in prayer.istence in prayer.istence in prayer.istence in prayer.            
 Nehemiah and the people prayed to God and 

posted a guard day and night to meet the 
threat. They used common sense and did what 
they needed to do to complement their prayers—
set up a defense. 

 
 Expect difficulty when you do what is rightExpect difficulty when you do what is rightExpect difficulty when you do what is rightExpect difficulty when you do what is right..... 

 The easier thing to do when facing difficulty or 
critics is to give up.  It is crucial to press on.  

 
 Don't give up or give in.Don't give up or give in.Don't give up or give in.Don't give up or give in.            

    
      Nehemiah and the people were invincible because they Nehemiah and the people were invincible because they Nehemiah and the people were invincible because they Nehemiah and the people were invincible because they 
were right in the center of God'swere right in the center of God'swere right in the center of God'swere right in the center of God's    willwillwillwill.  They kept relying on 
God's power and God gave them success.  1 John 4:4 
reminds us: "You, dear children, are from God and have 
overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world." 
                                                          His will be done,  
                                                                                          Diana 
 

 
 

FROM TRUSTEES AND TECHNOLOGY 
TEAM -   AN UPDATE ON SOUND 
AND VIDEO SYSTEM 
 

    The Technology Team chaired by Kim 
Doughty is actively pursuing the installation of a new video 
and sound system, and the trustees have authorized the 
hiring of an engineering consultant from Audio Engineering 
to oversee the project and fit the system to our needs and 
the acoustics of the sanctuary.     
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UPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATE     ON ON ON ON        PPPPASTOR ASTOR ASTOR ASTOR     RRRRHODAHODAHODAHODA    
 
     Pastor RhodaPastor RhodaPastor RhodaPastor Rhoda is now recovering at home in  
Manly from her broken right ankle and surgery.   
She continues to heal and progress toward  recovery.  
She hopes soon to be able to have a cast that will allow her 
to put weight on her foot.  She is eager  to rejoin us.  For now 
she must spend a few more weeks at home.  You can let her 
know you miss her and are praying for her by sending cards 
to Pastor Rhoda Preston, 33 Circle Terrace, Manly, Iowa 
50456. 
 
 

 
5 PRACTICES OF  
FRUITFUL CONGREGATIONS 

  

Clear Lake UMC is enrolled!!   
 

The Conference believes so strongly that the book Five 
Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Bishop Schnase has 
the potential to help many churches grow in their fruitfulness 
as branches of the vine (Christ) that the Conference is 
offering three workshops on three different dates at a nine 
locations so that churches can take advantage of workshops 
at the time and location best suited to them.   
 

One $50 registration fee per church allows us to have as 
many people as we want to attend the workshops PLUS it 
includes the books Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, 
Three Simple Rules, a CD of presentations, and six copies of 
materials.  Meals are an additional $7 per person.   Several 
people have already indicated their plans to attend.   
 

You have seen the brochure in your bulletin.  If you have 
questions or need a brochure or more information, please 
contact Pastor Diana.  For one registration fee, we can take a 
busload!  I believe God is calling us to do all we can do and 
be all we can be, and this can help us grow in that  direction.  
Thanks be to God for the ways he prepares us! 
(10) 
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP TASK FORCE   CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP TASK FORCE   CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP TASK FORCE   CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP TASK FORCE   ----                Update 
 

     One of the four goals for CLUMC set at the December 9, 
2007, Church Conference is to explore, plan for and begin a 
contemporary service.  
 

     A small group of interested persons (Judy Borchardt, 
Shirley Mueller, Blanchard Byrne, Amy Condon), Director of 
Music Mary Jane Crail, and Pastors Rhoda and Diana have 
been meeting weekly since the first of the year to talk about 
a contemporary worship service for Clear Lake UMC.  The 
Technology Team chaired by Kim Doughty is actively 
pursuing the installation of a new video and sound system, 
and the trustees have authorized the hiring of a consultant 
from Audio Engineering to oversee the project and fit the 
system to our needs and the acoustics of the sanctuary.   
 

Discussions have centered around several questions:  
     Do we need a contemporary worship service and, if so, 
why?   
     Do people want a contemporary service?   
     Who should be the target group that we want to reach 
with this service?   
     What are the demographics of Clear Lake and how do 
they affect decisions we make about contemporary worship?   
     How do we define contemporary worship and what are 
some expectations or hopes?   
     What would it sound and look like?   
 

     As the group zeroes in on the target, considerations will be 
given to when a service should be offered, what affects it will 
have on other services and existing programming, such as 
Sunday School.  The answers to the questions will help 
determine the nature and components of the service created.  
The task force welcomes input and ideas from members and 
friends of the congregation.  When some specific proposals 
are determined, the task force will share them with the 
congregation on Sunday mornings and invite dialogue in 
order to make our worship the best it can be and serve the 
mission of our church in reaching and growing disciples of 
Jesus Christ.                                                                                     
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Our Sympathy toOur Sympathy toOur Sympathy toOur Sympathy to the family of… the family of… the family of… the family of…    
    

 Barbara Bahling, 87, who passed away January 28;  
Barbara is a cousin to church member Pat (Bahling) 
Hutchinson; 
 Dorothy Williams, 93, friend of the congregation who 
passed away February 5 at Oakwood Care Center, Clear 
Lake; 
 Ron Woiwod, 84, who passed away January 30;  he is the 
uncle of church member Rich (Sherri) Woiwod; 
 Pastor Diana (Lee) Hoover at the loss of a cousin, John, 
whose memorial service was held in Colorado February 1; 
 David Frisbie, 57, Clear Lake, who passed away February 9;  
 Church member Don Birdsell, 88, Clear Lake, who passed 
away February 10; he is the husband of church member 
June; 
 Mrs. Charlotte Swartz, 96, most recently of Oakwood Care 
Center, who passed away February 17.  She is the mother of 
church members Sam (Char) Swartz and Dan (Shirley) 
Swartz. 
 The congregation acknowledges your loss, and offers 
prayers to the circle of family and friends who mourn their 
passing. 
 

 
CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations and God’s blessings upon Matt 
and Stephanie McNamara on the birth of their 
first child, Michael Robert who arrived January 
25  (8 lb. 6 oz.)  Proud grandparents are church 

members Larry and Linda McNamara; “great-grands” are 
church members Chuck & Ruth Norris.    
 
 

Opportunity For High School Students!  
Serve as a Page – IA Annual Conference 

 

     Any of our high school age youth interested in applying to serve 
as a page for Iowa’s Annual Conference (June 2008) should 
contact Gary and Marlene DeGeest, or the church office soon.  
Applications are now being accepted and are available at the 
church office.  This year’s deadline is April 15, 2008.  Applications 
should be mailed to:  Rev. Gary & Marlene De Geest,  1900 
Redwood Drive, Atlantic, IA  50022                
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Many, Many Thanks! 
 
“I would like to say thank you for the prayer blanket I 
received – I appreciate it!  I am coming along fine and hope 
to be out and about soon.  Thanks again.”                      Gerald 
Schultz 
 
“Hi!  Thanks a million for the beautiful prayer blanket and for 
all your prayers.  I so appreciate all of you, and my church.  
Come have coffee when I get home.”          Ethel Harrington 
 
Dear Friends,  On behalf of the boys and leaders of Boy Scout 
Troop 30 in Clear Lake, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your support of our Annual Soup and Chili 
Supper fundraiser.     Joe Rich, Asst. Scout Master, Troop 30  
 
“To my dear United Methodist Church friends,  I so appreciate 
your thoughtfulness with cards, food, visits, prayers and help 
since my ankle surgery.  The prayer blanket Diana brought to 
me is so beautiful. My heartfelt thanks!         Anne Goranson 
 
 
WINGDING Meals for MarchWINGDING Meals for MarchWINGDING Meals for MarchWINGDING Meals for March    
Mar 5 – Lasagna, tossed salad, sherbet 
Mar 12 – Vegetable Beef Soup, ice cream sundae 
Mar 19 – Baked Potato Bar, Jello salad, brownies 
Mar 26 – Chicken & Macaroni casserole, salad, cake 
 
 

 
 
Shutter bugs!Shutter bugs!Shutter bugs!Shutter bugs!    
 
We are looking forWe are looking forWe are looking forWe are looking for any photosphotosphotosphotos that may have 

been taken during our “Celebrations” events, especially any 
photos in which Bishop Palmer would be included, and/or in 
which Pastor Diana would be included.  Please place photos 
in an envelope and mark them clearly.  Bring photos to the 
church office, or contact Betty Jacobson at 357-3161 to 
make arrangements for delivery to her.   
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College Scholarships  
for Methodists!  High School Seniors, apply now! 
 

There are about 25252525 scholarships available through the 
Iowa Methodist Foundation.  Application forms and 
information are available at the church office or online at 
www.iumf.org.   
 
 
 

Opportunities to Serve at Clear Lake UMC 
 

Usher   
 Short-term commitment 
 The month & Sundays YOU choose 
 Contact Ted Klein, 357-5135 

 
Greeters, Liturgists and Communion Servers  

 If  you have not served in these areas, consider 
volunteering to cover just a Sunday or two 

 Helpful hands and hearts will guide you 
 Contact Teresa Klein, 5135, or Darla Kibsgaard, 

5162 
  
 
 
  

The The The The Harlem Globetrotters Harlem Globetrotters Harlem Globetrotters Harlem Globetrotters     
Wells Fargo Arena, Des MoinesWells Fargo Arena, Des MoinesWells Fargo Arena, Des MoinesWells Fargo Arena, Des Moines    
March 2,  2 PMMarch 2,  2 PMMarch 2,  2 PMMarch 2,  2 PM    
    

Tickets are $24.50 each, and $10 from each 
ticket will be given to Nothing But NetsNothing But NetsNothing But NetsNothing But Nets 

(national campaign: mosquito nets / fight against malaria).  
Tickets must be purchased by Thursday March 27, 2008,  5:00 
PM. To make sure your donation gets to Nothing But Nets, you 
must order tickets through Meghan Comer in Group Sales (515-
564-8059).  Be sure to mention at the time of order that you are 
connected with the IA Annual Conference.  A $6 fee is added 
per order.  Enjoy the show, and donate a net!   
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From From From From The Bishop The Bishop The Bishop The Bishop –––– Iowa Annual Conference Iowa Annual Conference Iowa Annual Conference Iowa Annual Conference    
 
Dear Friends, 
     Sometimes in the church (and I suspect it is true 
elsewhere) bad news travels faster than good news, the 
negative so often fills the proverbial grapevine that the 
positive seems choked. I remember an esteemed church 
consultant, Ken Callahan once speaking to a group of pastors 
where the subject of the “grapevine” in churches came up.  
He offered some advice that I never shall forget and that has 
served me well. 
• You can’t get rid of the grapevine.  
• There will always be negative stuff on the grapevine.  
• What you can do is to keep putting positive stuff on the 

grapevine, every chance you get. 
So in the interest of putting positive stuff on the grapevine 

and shouting good news, I want to talk about the Iowa Annual 
Conference and our 2007 Apportionment performance. 
• Collectively, we paid 88.31% of our apportionments - 

across all funds (including prior year payments).  
• We improved our performance in all funds exceeding what 

we did in 2006 and surpassing the four year average.  
• We paid 113.72% of one fund - Africa University.  
• 567 of our congregations paid 100% or more of their 

apportionments by January 8 when the books closed.  
• 31 churches have paid 100% for 2007 since January 8.  
• 39 churches paid more than 80% of their apportionments.  
• Beyond all this, you gave generously and sacrificially to 

the Advance, UMCOR, Special Offerings and so much 
more. 

 
      All of this is great, great news. Your faithfulness and 
generosity ensures the presence of The United Methodist 
Church where it otherwise might not be.  Your keeping of the 
covenant continues to provide for the making of disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 

Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you! 
As always, I am, Your servant in Christ Jesus,  
†  Gregory V. Palmer      
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Nuzzles From NicodemusNuzzles From NicodemusNuzzles From NicodemusNuzzles From Nicodemus    
United Methodist Church,  Clear Lake, Iowa       ♣      March 2008 

Rev. Diana Hoover, Pastor  &  Rev. Rhoda Preston, Associate Pastor 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


