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Jake Adams,  
son of Joe and Melissa 
Adams 
 

Linsey Chalgren, 
daughter of Bill and 
Stephanie Chalgren 
 

Paul Dorseth,  
son of Dale and Sheryl Dorseth  
 

Toni Gilbert,  
daughter of Nancy Gilbert, Todd Gilbert 
 

Jenna Kisbgaard, 
daughter of Randy and Darla Kibsgaard 
 

Lauren Lafrenz, 
daughter of Valerie Lafrenz, RonLafrenz 
 

Jake Larsen, 
son of Mike and Jennifer Larsen 
 

Matthew Moorehead, 
son of Rick and Cheryl Moorehead 
 

Vanessa Ruiz, 
daughter of Tony and Deanna Ruiz 
 

Cody Stephens,  
son of Rhonda Stephens, Gary Stephens  
 

Kyle Watson,  
son of Jay and Sandy Watson 
 

Samantha Wubben, 
daughter of Andy and Sue Wubben  
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“Perspectives”  - Pastor Diana 

 
     Until about seven or eight years ago I used 
a paper date-book to keep track of my 
appointments and addresses, my to-do list, and 
my reminder notes to myself.  Then I made the 
move to the 21st century and got a Palm Pilot 
(interesting name—a pilot and guide right in the 
palm of your hand!).  One of the features of this 
little device was that with a small connecting 
cord I could sync it with my computer so I 
always had back up in case the device failed or I 
lost or broke it. 
 
     In January 2008 I discovered that the 
device would no longer sync with the computer.  
So for the last fifteen months I had been relying 
on a device with no back up.  As the device aged 
that felt more and more risky.   
 
     A friend and colleague who had an 
experience similar with her Palm told me about 
a new device she had gotten and I checked into 
it.  It has lots of other bells and whistles which 
make the device fun as well as useful (a toy 
even!) but the main deal is that I can now back 
up my data.  I don't have to worry about losing 
it all if the device crashes or is broken or lost.   
 
     I couldn't help but think how like life this 
episode with these devices is.  Like having a 
Palm Pilot or other device that not only records 
information but provides a back up system, you 
and I need a back up system for dealing with all 
the information and experiences that life 
records in our heart, mind, and soul.  
continued, page 3 
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“Blessing of the Boats” 
Saturday, May 23 

 

 
 

Come and receive a blessing! 
 

The people of the United Methodist Church 
of Clear Lake want to give you a prayer of 
blessing as you kick off the boating season. 

 
     Blessing of the Boats 

o Sailboats 
o Motorboats 
o Paddle boats 
o Canoes 
o Kayaks 

 City Dock 
 Saturday, May 23 (Memorial weekend) 
 Anytime between 10:00 a.m. and 12 Noon 
 

Approach the dock as slowly as possible, 
receive a blessing, and be off to enjoy the 
lake. 

 
 

� � � 
 
 

 
Memorial Day Observed 
Monday, May 25 
Church offices closed. 
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Prayer Emphasis 
 

May 3  
     Thanksgiving and support for our Chancel 
Choir, Praise Team, organist, directors of music 
and choir, and children's choirs  
 
May 10  
     Thanksgiving for mothers and for Christian 
homes that nurture faith in Christ   
     Welcoming new members 
 
May 17 
     Graduating seniors  
 
May  24 
     Gratitude for those of our Wesleyan heritage 
who have faithfully passed on the Christian 
faith and the courage and will for us to continue 
passing on the faith 
     Those who have given their lives serving our 
nation and other loved ones who have died 
 
May  31 Confirmation students, their families, 
and their mentors. 
 
 

� � � 
 
 

Recognition of Our Seniors 
H.S. Graduates 2009 
 
Sunday, May 10 ~ 11:00 am worship 
 

Sr. Breakfast for Graduates and parents  
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall 
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“Perspectives”, cont’d… 
 

The same reminders show up on the computer 
back up.  The Holy Spirit is ever-present to 
prompt us to be and do what we are called to do 
as disciples of Jesus.  
 
     Jesus Christ is our backup.  Without him 
we are out-of-sync with life and with God.  He is 
our connection with God.  But like my little 
hand-held devices in order to have that back up 
we need to be connected to the backup system.  
We need to frequently plug in and connect with 
Jesus through prayer, reading the Bible and 
other spiritual reading, corporate worship, 
solitude, being silent in his presence, fasting 
from the things that get in the way of our 
relationship with God, and talking with others 
who are connecting with God.   
 
     My devices are held in the palm of my 
hand.  Jesus holds us in the palm of his hand.  
We don't have to go through life without backup 
and risk losing everything.  Connect daily, even 
hourly with Jesus and you will have all the 
backup you need. 
 Journey in joy, Diana 

 
 

� � � 
 

 
 

The Congregational Care Team is 
seeking additional volunteers to make 
hospital calls, visits to the home-bound 
or care facilities.  With calls made to the 

hospital daily, we are in need of more volunteers 
to create a more efficient rotation.  Please 
contact Marty Ouverson, 357-7493.        Page 3 



Worship Previews 
 
May 3 - Communion Sunday 
8:30 worship: Rev. Jo Watkins, First UMC, MC 
Scripture: Psalm 23 and John10:11-18 
Witness to the Word: “The Good Shepherd” 
11:00 worship, Pastor Rhoda 
 
May 10 – Mother’s Day 
Senior Recognition Sunday 
New Members Received 
Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21 
Witness to the Word: “How Do I 
Love You—Let Me Count the Ways 
 
May 17 
Scripture: I John 5:1-6 
Witness to the Word: "Overcome or 
Overcoming?" 
 
May  24 – Memorial Weekend 
Heritage Sunday 
Aldersgate Day 
8:30, Diana preaching 
Scripture: Romans 8:12-17, and John 15:1-17 
Witness to the Word: "What Wesley's 
'Sanctifying Grace' Has to Say to Us Today" 
11:00 Rhoda preaching 
 
May 31 - Pentecost 
Confirmation Sunday 
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 
Witness to the Word: "Receiving Our 
Commission" 
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Stewardship Insight 
"The Law of Heartful Humility 
 

 Putting others first makes an impact 
that will last. 
 

 Excellent stewards consistently choose to 
put others first, just as Jesus did.  They live by 
the Law of Heartful Humility, disciplining 
themselves to think outwardly instead of 
inwardly.  Even though they may be remarkable 
individuals with exceptional skills, they choose 
not to blow their own horns.  Willingly and 
lovingly, they humble themselves.   
  
 The perfect example of heartful humility is, 
of course, the Lord Jesus Christ, who though he 
was rich, yet for our sake became poor, so that 
we through his poverty might become rich.  The 
person who lives by this Law of Heartful 
Humility is practicing the principle of Christ-
likeness:  "Your attitude should be the same 
as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped, but made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. And 
being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to 
death—even death on a cross.    
 

 As stewards devoted to Jesus Christ, we 
must -   
     See an elevated purpose,  
     not an elevated position. 
     Be willing to give, and to give up,  
     in order that God’s will be accomplished.   
 
 

(Adapted from The 33 Laws of Stewardship: Principles for a Life of 
True Fulfillment by Dave Sutherland and Kirk Nowery, Chapter 25) 
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� “20s & 30s and More” 
 

 Sunday, May 3, 2009  ~   6:00—7:30 p.m. 
 Potluck Supper, Games, and Fellowship 
 Fellowship Hall of UMC 
  

An opportunity to gather with other 
young couples and singles! 

 Come for food, fun, and fellowship! 
 
 
� High School Bible Study 
  

 Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
       HS Youth Room (lower level, SW room) 
 Bring your Bible and explore the Word of  
 God with friends. 
 Pastors Diana and Rhoda, facilitators. 

 
 

� Confirmation Class 
  

        Wednesdays:  May 6  Parents attend 
 May 13  Mentors attend 
                          May 31 Confirmation Sunday 
 
 

�  New Member Sunday 
         Sunday, May 10.  New members received  
         at worship: 11:00 a.m. 
 
 

�  Kid’s Club 
       Continues through Wednesday, May 27 
 
 

� Last Day, Sunday school 
      Sunday, May 31 
 

Page 16 

U.M.W. 
Clear Lake, Iowa    

 
UMW Guest Day Brunch and Program 

Wednesday – May 13 
9:30 a.m. 

 
Devotions:  Linda Nydegger, 2009 Shepherdess 
Program:  Pastor Jo Watkins/Indian missions 
 
May Bible verse:  
“The Lord does not look at the things man looks 
at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart.”      - I Samuel 16:7 
 

 
 

� � � 
 
 

“Wingding” Menus/May 

(Memorial Committee) 
5/06   Chef salads, rolls, cheesecake dessert 
5/13 Walking tacos, fruit cups 
5/20 Italian chicken, pasta, carrot salad, Jello 
5/27  Cooks Choice! 
 

 
� � � 

 

 

� 5-Week Summer Bible Study - Tracy Hanson 
The Promised Land 

Sign up in Chapel Lounge 
   

     We will travel through the Promised Land 
with Ray Vander Laan as we study the Bible.  
Cost of book:  $10.  Study begins Wednesday, 
May 17 – 9:30 a.m.                 Page 5 



Our Sympathy 
To The Families Of … 
 

Janet L. Burke, 90, friend of the congregation 
(Reedsburg, WI) who passed away March 22 
and whose memorial service was held in our 
sanctuary March 30 with Rev. Rhoda Preston. 
Janet is the wife of Delbert (dec.) and mother 
of Barbara (LaValle WI), Dale (Jordan MN) and 
John Burke (Preston WA); 
  

Norma Jean Benner, 68, Coralville IA, who 
passed away March 30; she is the daughter of 
church member Rodney Benner (res. 
Oakwood); 
 

Terri Schaff, 47, Forest City, who passed 
away April 11, and whose memorial service 
was held in our sanctuary with Rev. Diana 
Hoover; 
  

The congregation acknowledges your loss and 
offers prayers of support to the family and 
friends who mourn their passing. 

 
 

� � � 
 
 
“Thank you to all for my prayer quilt and all 
prayers, phone calls and cards.  I am at 
Oakwood Care Center for a few more weeks.  
Your visits are welcome and much-appreciated.” 
 Pat Bahling Hutchinson 
 
 
“Thank you for the prayers, cards and phone 
calls following my surgery. All are much-
appreciated.” Bev Greiman 
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Members and Friends in Care Centers, 
Assisted Living and Independent Living 
 

Oakwood Care Center, Clear Lake 
Loren Lease, #101,  Fern Carlson #111,  Ruth 
Toppin #201,  Evelyn McNeil #204,  Nels & 
Dolly Larsen #205,  Verna Ott #208,  Hazel 
Miller #209,  Agnes Gilbert #210,  Wayne 
Oltrogge #215, Eloise Prescott  #216,  Rodney 
Benner #218,  Pat Bahling Hutchinson  
    

IOOF/Odd Fellows Home, Mason City 
Lois Trojahn #19, Sharon Abbas #37 
 

Heritage Care Center, Mason City 
Martha Buck #1A, Clair Blakewell  #115 
  

Sheffield Care Center - Pat Bastian, #303 
  
Western Home, Cedar Falls - Mrs. June Olson 
 

Cardinal Grove Asst’d Living, Garner 
Loretta Armstrong 
 

Apple Valley Assisted Living/Clear Lake 
Dwayne & Vi Miller #9,  Dee Hayward #11, 
Hazel Dowden #13,  Ann Scott #24,  Eleanor 
Hepperly #26, Mary Budolfson #36, Chet 
Renner #29 
 

The Meadows, Clear Lake 
Izetta Weaver, #106, Margaret 
Hansen #109, Norma Bell #119, 
Marjorie & Roger Steward #212,  
Norma Bilyeu # 216, Ruth Lease #224 
 

The Willows, Mason City 
Virginia Cobb #205, Amil Herker #306    
 

The Homestead, Mason City  
Blanche McGrady  #25                          Page 15 



Memorial Day Memorial Day Memorial Day Memorial Day –––– May 25, 2009 May 25, 2009 May 25, 2009 May 25, 2009    
    

Remember those in our armed 
forces, especially those listed 
here with a connection to Clear 
Lake UMC: 
 

� Church member HM3 Jeremy Rosel, Navy: 
Iraq, April 2009 (son of Jeff & Leanna Rosel) 

� Capt. Katie Kennedy (granddaughter of 
Nancy Kennedy) 

� Sgt. David Kennedy; Army Ranger (grandson 
of Nancy Kennedy) 

� 2nd Lt. Douglas Kennedy (grandson of Nancy 
Kennedy) 

� Joel Matteson, Air Force/Intelligence [son of 
(John) Merri Matteson] 

� Tyler French; Navy (grandson of Leroy & 
Lorraine French) 

� Chad Trebil, Marines (son of Bruce & Donna 
Trebil) 

� Dan Zickefoose; Air Force (son of Erin 
Bastian Phillips; grandson of Pat Bastian) 

� Heather Rode, Army 82nd Airborne (daughter 
of Donna Dull’s godson) 

� Marc Hesley, Navy (son of Donna & Bruce 
Trebil) 

� Jon Trampel, Air Force  (son of Ron & Jane 
Trampel) 

� Lt. Col. Don Chipman, Marines (son-in-law 
of Mike & Liz DenHartog) 

� Church member Ssgt Mike Bergan, IA Nat’l 
Guard-1133rd MC (husband of Lori) 

� SFC Dennis Spilman (husband of Paula), 
415th MP Unit, (Pocahontas, IA) 

� Church member Shawn O’Hare (husband of 
Alison) 

� Roger Sandelin (church member), Army 
Reserves (husband of Danielle) 
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Youth News 
 

Chicago Mission Service Project – July 19-26 
 

 In 2008, members of Clear Lake UMC and 
Bethel UMC of Manly participated in a Chicago 
Mission Service Project serving Union Avenue 
UMC, Will Feed Community Organization at 
Christ UMC, and Marci-Newberry Community 
Center.  This year we have created a second 
project serving the same areas, but in different 
ways.  
 

 We will: 
•••• Stay at Union Avenue UMC, sleeping in 

the air-conditioned gym, and shower at 
the local YMCA.   

•••• Lead a Vacation Bible School at Union 
Avenue UMC 

•••• Paint classrooms and help with other 
physical projects at the Marci-Newbury 
Center 

•••• Serve meals at the Will Feed soup 
kitchen, and unload/ distribute a semi-
trailer of food.  

•••• Spend some evenings having fun  
(swimming at the beach, watching White 
Sox vs Tampa Bay baseball, eat Chicago 
pizza, visit Chicago Art Institute, Sears 
Tower, Buckingham Fountain, Navy Pier)  

 

 The Chicago Mission Project is scheduled 
for July 19-26. High school students and 
adults are welcome; registration is on a first 
come-first serve basis.  The costs are not fully 
determined but will probably be $115 per 
person. A non-refundable $25 registration fee is 
needed to hold your place.  Please contact 
Pastor Rhoda for details and registration.     
  Page 7 



____ Camp Experiences are Waiting for You! 

•••• 2009 Camp catalogs are here  
•••• Hundreds of camping opportunities to 

choose from at 3  Methodist Camp 
locations across Iowa—Pictured Rocks, 
Wesley Woods and Lake Okoboji.  

•••• There’s something for everyone, ages 4 
years and up and a $25 family discount for 
each additional family member attending.  

•••• “Bring a Friend” discount—for each new 
camper (persons who have not attended 
any Iowa UM Camps in the past 3 years), 
you’ll get a $25 discount.  

•••• See Pastor Rhoda for catalogs and camps 
information, or check the camp website, 
www.iaumc.org/camps. 

 
 

     Sunday Drivers Wanted!  
 

�   I  CHOOSE TO SERVE AS A SUNDAY VAN  

     DRIVER (OPPORTUNITY VILLAGE) 

  
    Provide transportation to/from Opportunity 
Village for Sunday School and 8:30 a.m. 
worship (Pick up residents at 7:45-7:50 am; 
return to O.V. after worship and Sunday 
school).  Driver must be 21 or older; valid 
driver’s license. Return this form to church 
office or Pastor Diana.  
 Name 
 Phone 
 E-mail 
 __  Prefer to serve each month - indicate 
which week works best for you:   1st  2nd  3rd  4th  
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Recently Baptized      April 19, 2009 
Rory Fay Marchesano-Ricker 

daughter of Ashley and Scott Ricker 
great-granddaughter of Duane and Diane Davis 
 
 

� � � 
 
 

Expressions of our $ervanthood, Worship & SS 
 

 Sunday, March 29 
 8:30 a.m. attendance 85, offering $1,949.50 
 11 a.m., attendance 135, offering $2,046.50 
 9:45 a.m. SS, attendance 60, offering $20.00 
 
 Maundy Thursday, April, 9 
 Attendance   51 
  
 Good Friday, April 10 
 Attendance  58 
 
 Easter Sunday,  April 12, 2009  
 8:30 a.m.  attendance 223, offering $5,874.50 
 11 a.m. attendance 231, offering $1,708.10 
 9:45 a.m. SS, attendance 40, offering $9.00 
 Giving, other than worship: $1,574.57 
 
 Sunday, April 19 
 8:30a.m. attendance 103, offering $2,197.07 
 11 a.m. attendance 175, offering $2,810.36 
 9:45 a.m. SS, attendance 72, offering $22.70 
 
 Thank you to members and friends of the  
 congregation for continued prayers,  
 presence, gifts and service.                                
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May 2009 – Birthdays 
 
 

1  11  22  

Lori Hasfjord Vi Miller  Andrew Thyer 

Mark Hullinger Ken Scott  23  

Shirley Mueller 12  Richard Eibey 

Dave Phalen Brad Thompson Mary Jane Huntington 

2  Abby Woiwod Zach Monson 

Matt Moorehead Kendall Register Jane Morris 

3  Shaun Hackman Nathan Lincicum 

Annie Snyder 13  24  

5  Brian Phipps Doug Grabinski 

Si Fatland Ben VanDenBroeke Mary Rosenthal 

Kevin Landau Blake 
VandenBroeke 

25  

Dennis McDonald Brent 
VanDenBroeke 

Gail Harringa 

Don Boyer 15  26  

6  Trevor Penning Lois Pals  

Sherry Kingston 16  Quinton Goeman 

Jeff Schuchard Pat Biggs  Ashley Kinseth 

7  Roberta Newell Linda Davis 

Kaitlyn Adams 17  Jeff Sheimo 

Marcia Burke Darvin Rose Scott Gerhardt 

Miranda Meyer 18  27  

Emily Snelling Gordon Rosenthal Lauren Hunt 

8  Judy Borchardt  Mallory Hunt 

Darlene Bortle 19  Galen Pitkin 

Dave Humphrey Kerry Bart Steve Watson 

Mike Morris Carol Boerhave 29  

9  Ryan Woiwod Lori Bergan 

Gary Davison 20  Chad Brood 

Robert Larson Bob Broshar Mary Lou Nicholas 

Joan Wipf  Carol Carlson 30  

Jaxson McIntire Spencer Carlson Erin [Dorseth] Nedved 

10  Lana Easter Tony Theilen 

Amy Hewitt Jenna Kibsgaard 31  

Garrett Kunzman Marilyn Sadler Linda Brood 

Sheila Groeneweg 21  Hunter Wubben 

  Junita Leslie   

 

Remember Mother’s Day Sunday, May 10 
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Nuzzles From 
Nicodemus                                        
United Methodist Church 
Clear Lake  IA                     

                                                         May 2009 
     Rev. Diana Hoover, Pastor  
     Rev. Rhoda Preston, Associate Pastor 

� Read in your Bible:  John 15:  1-8 
 

 

 

Answers:  FRUIT,  BURN,  BEAR,  FIRE,  TRUE 
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